
Dear Friends, 
With the warm weather now upon us, soon it will be time to get ready for another wonderful afternoon 
enjoying the Charles Lafitte Foundation’s Golf Classic. We look forward to this grand tradition every 
year, not only because we get to spend some time with those we love and respect, but also because that 
together, we are all making a di!erence in so many lives. 
 
Last year’s event enabled the foundation to give hope to hundreds of children and adults with 
disabilities, their caregivers, as well as inner city and foster children through Camp Merry Heart. Our 
donation helped provide the equipment and services the camp needed to remain open and a!ordable for 
its campers.

We are greatly moved that all of those who take part in CLF’s Golf Classic are inspired to make each 
year more successful than the last. It’s only thanks to people like you that the foundation has been able 

to make a significant annual donation to organizations like Camp Merry Heart, "e Monmouth Council 
of Girl Scouts (now Girl Scouts of the Jersey Shore), Deirdre’s House, Happiness is Camping, "e Deborah 

Foundation, and this year’s beneficiary, Jersey Battered Women’s Service. 
 

Saying thank you for the commitment you have made to CLF 
beneficiaries and our annual golf tournament over the last five 

years doesn’t begin to express our gratitude. You are the driving force 
that is helping to fulfill our mission of empowering individuals to help 

themselves and others around them lead healthy, satisfying and enriched 
lives. Your continued dedication is inspiring to us all, and we thank you for 
your endless caring and generosity. 

We hope you enjoy this issue of our 
newsletter. It is filled with inspiring 
stories and information about the 
impact your contributions and constant 
support of CLF are making, as well as 
important news about the upcoming 
Golf Classic. Together, we can make this 
year the best in the foundation’s history 
and continue to make a di!erence in the 
years to come. 

"ank you!

Sincerely,
Suzanne & Je!rey Citron

Suzanne  &  Jeffrey  C itron
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A Gift that Keeps Giving
For people like Kelli, a young woman with Down 
Syndrome, Camp Merry Heart is more than just 
a place to enjoy activities and make friends. It’s a 
place where she can learn the skills she needs to 
be more confident and independent, while her 
mother, Leslie, can relax knowing that Kelli is safe 
and cared for.   
"e 123-acre Easter Seals camp, set in the idyllic 
hills of Warren County has provided a place where 
those with disabilities can challenge themselves, 
try new experiences and conquer their fears for 
more than 50 years. It also welcomes inner city 
and foster children who have been separated from 
siblings, giving them a place to reunite and enjoy 
the outdoors.  
Last year, the Charles Lafitte Foundation was 
able to donate nearly $500,000 as a result of our 
annual Golf Classic. "anks to the generosity of all 
those who participated and supported the event, 
Camp Merry Heart was able to replace its failing 
septic system – essential to the camp being able to 
operate – and purchase much-needed equipment 
and supplies.

“It’s di#cult to secure donors for funding the 
‘nuts and bolts’ of something or behind-the-
scenes elements, such as a septic system,” said Alex 
Humanick, director of camping and recreation 
at Camp Merry Heart. “It’s not glamorous. But 

when Suzanne Citron, her daughter, Kyra, and 
Jennifer Vertetis visited our camp on behalf of 
the foundation, they understood how important 
the role of camp and recreation plays in a person’s 
development, especially someone with disabilities.  
"ose non-glamorous elements are necessary in 
order to be able to fulfill our role in the lives of           
our campers.”

It was this experience that inspired CLF to name 
Camp Merry Heart as the beneficiary of the 2007 
Golf Classic. "e camp has since renamed its dining 
hall in honor of the foundation. Lafitte Lodge acts 
as more than just a place for campers to eat, but also 
as a centralized gathering place for camp activities 
and recreation. 
“We chose Camp Merry Heart last year because 
it really helps children and families,” Suzanne said. 
“We are honored that our donation was so special 
to the camp that they wanted to name their main 
lodge after the Charles Lafitte Foundation.” 
Humanick says 
that it’s thanks to 
generous donors 
like CLF and 
those who support 
the foundation 
that Camp Merry 
Heart will be able 
to accommodate 
1,000 campers 
this season. 



  

Sometimes out of tragedy, hope arises. When a small group of women 
in Morris County, N.J., created a hotline in 1976 for victims of domestic 
abuse, their intention was to help those in trouble. But after two clients 
were found killed by their abusers, these women knew that providing a 
safe outlet to talk or a temporary bed was not enough. 
 
"ey needed to create a confidential safe haven that could keep these 
women out of harm’s reach. Two years later, Jersey Battered Women’s 
Service ( JBWS) opened its doors with a new mission: to prevent domestic 
abuse and empower its victims, rehabilitate family members and educate 
the public. 
 
During its three decades in operation, JBWS has helped countless women 
and children reclaim their lives. "rough generous donations of time and 
money, the service has been able to expand its programs exponentially to 
meet the rising and diversified needs of its patrons. Just a few of these 
include community counseling, job training, dating abuse prevention and 
legal advocacy programs. 
 
Suzanne and Je!rey Citron made a $5,000 donation to JBWS on behalf 
of CLF in February 2007. After touring the facility, Suzanne learned 
that each year, JBWS provides about 2,000 individuals with counseling 
and residential services, answers more than 4,500 helpline calls, and 
trains and educates 18,000 youth and adults about the prevention of                         
domestic violence. 
 

With more than 75 paid sta! 
and 100 volunteers that support 
a 24-hour helpline, safe house, 
transitional living facility 
and dozens of programs, it 
was clear that funding was a 
constant need. In particular, 
the Children’s Program stood 
out to Suzanne.  
 
“When children first come 
to our shelter, they’re often 
confused and need some 
help adjusting to their new 
surroundings,” Patty Sly, 
JBWS executive director, 

explained. “We provide 
individual and group counseling to help them understand what is 
happening and help them cope with what they’re feeling.”
 
“Children often feel guilt and shame, blaming themselves for things 
they can’t control,” she continued. “We help teach them communication, 
relaxation and anger management skills, as well as educate them about 

what domestic violence is and that they’re not responsible for anything 
that may have happened.”   
 

After seeing JBWS and meeting those who dedicate their time to 
making this full-service domestic violence agency a 24-hour 
resource to anyone who is in need, both Suzanne and Je!rey 
felt that CLF must do more to support the organization. 
With the 2008 Golf Classic ahead, naming JBWS 
the event’s beneficiary was the natural choice. 
 
“We thought that this was an organization 
where we could make a real di!erence,” 
Je!rey explained. “For larger 
organizations, a half-million-dollar 
donation is not substantial. But for 
smaller ones like JWBS, it makes a 
significant impact.”
 
Patty agreed, saying that “these 
extraordinary funds” will greatly 
benefit a range of programs 
and services throughout                                   
the organization.  
 
“It will help us expand our already 
robust Children’s Program to 
allow us to reach more children 
of non-residential clients in their 
own communities,” Patty said. “"is 
requires an increase in child care, 
counseling and advocacy, especially for 
those groups where the native language 
is not English.  We will also be able to 
fund the entire stay for several families in 
our transitional living facility, as well as initiate 
a small scholarship fund to help the children 
of our clients with health care, school and sports 
activities. We are very thankful to CLF for making 
this possible.”

Whether through Suzanne Citron’s various volunteer activities or the 
Charles Lafitte Foundation’s five-year grant in support of the Eastern 
Division Pain Initiative, CLF has been a long-time supporter of the 
American Cancer Society (ACS). 

So when Suzanne and Je!rey learned that the ACS was looking to build a 
Hope Lodge in Manhattan and was searching for financial support, they 
were determined that CLF help. "e ACS Hope Lodges provide free, 
temporary housing and support for cancer patients who are undergoing 
treatment at nearby facilities. Currently, there are nearly 30 Hope Lodge 
facilities throughout the United States.
 
“When they said that they were interested in opening a facility in New 
York and making it their central headquarters, I thought that would be 
a fantastic idea,” Je!rey said. “New York has some of the best and most 
sophisticated cancer treatment centers in the country. I was surprised that 
there wasn’t already a Hope Lodge in Manhattan. I thought it would be 
one of the first places to build one.”
 
After following the project for more than a year, CLF donated $1 million 
to Manhattan Hope Lodge, which opened its doors on West 32nd Street 
this past summer. "e grant will fund the facility’s communal kitchen over 
the next five years. Stefanie Diamond, communications and marketing 
project manager, American Cancer Society, Eastern Division, explained 
that "e Charles Lafitte Foundation Kitchen would provide a place for 
guests to congregate in a comfortable environment reminiscent of home. 

“A kitchen is the centerpiece in many family’s homes,” Stefanie said. “It 
brings people together, provides comfort and support, and a sense 

of family – something that those who have to leave their 
homes to undergo treatment really need.” 

Both Suzanne and Je!rey have personally 
seen the e!ects that having to travel for 

medical treatment can have on an individual and their family, as several of 
their relatives have battled cancer. 

“Facilities like Hope Lodge are so importatnt,” Suzanne said. “Cancer 
treatment takes such a toll, both physically and emotionally, you need 
support, and no one should have to go through it alone.” 

"e Manhattan Hope Lodge is currently providing both patients and 
caregivers with a supportive environment, educational services, a 24-hour 
toll-free call center and Web site with comprehensive on-site libraries to 
help them make informed medical decisions.  

Jersey Battered Women’s Service Named 
2008 Golf Classic Beneficiary

CLF Helps Cancer Patients Find 
Comfort Away from Home
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Charles Lafitte Foundation Golf Classic

Monday June 30, 2008

Trump National Bedminster 

Tee time  — 9:00 am
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Camp Merry Heart
Camp Merry Heart is a NJ Easter Seals camp that provides a recreational 
getaway for people with disabilities – and much-needed respite for 
their caregivers. Last year’s Golf Classic enabled Camp Merry Heart to 
purchase a septic system it needed to remain open, in addition to new 
furniture, bunks for the campers and their counselors, two new camp vans 
and computers.  

!e Monmouth Council of Girl Scouts
Scouting empowers girls by building confidence, self-reliance, caring, 
sharing and other positive values – and Girl Scout camp plays a key 
role in that process. "e 2006 Golf Classic established an endowment 
through the Monmouth Council of Girl Scouts (now Girl Scouts of 
the Jersey Shore).  "is trust ensures that any girl – regardless of her 
financial situation – can participate in the council’s day camp programs at 
Camp Sacajawea. 

Happiness is Camping
It’s not often that young cancer patients can say, “"at was the best week 
of my life!” But Happiness is Camping helps make that happen more and 
more by o!ering free overnight camping experiences year-round. "e 2004 
Golf Classic helped fund this organization’s continued services, including 
having medical sta! from the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
on-site for camper aid. 

!e Deborah Foundation
"e Deborah Heart and Lung Center in New Jersey and the foundation 
that supports it was the first beneficiary of our Golf Classic in 2003. "e 
money raised helped the center further its cause of providing critical care 
and surgery to cardiovascular, pulmonary and vascular patients without 
rendering a bill.  

Changing Lives, 
One Swing at a Time

While the Charles Lafitte Foundation’s Golf Classic always delivers a 
fantastic day of good fun and company, it provides so much more to our 
beneficiaries. Since our first event in 2003, the foundation has devoted 
the Golf Classic’s proceeds to a single organization that works to improve 
quality of life for countless others. Whether by enabling children to go to 
camp, improving access to healthcare or helping sustain vital services, your 
contributions are making a real di!erence.

Supporting quality education is a key value of the Charles Lafitte 
Foundation. Over the years, CLF has issued grants to numerous 
programs, initiatives and organizations advancing the quality of 
education for children throughout the country. 

When the Ranney School in Tinton Falls, N.J., needed help raising 
funds to complete the construction of a new Lower School facility 
that would serve grades one through five, Suzanne and Je!rey Citron 
were happy to help with a $1 million CLF grant. 
 
“It’s a small school, but it’s a great school that provides a fabulous 
education,” said Je!rey, whose children both attend "e Ranney 
School. “It deserves an extraordinary facility as well.” 

Slated to open in fall 2008, the building will provide a bright, airy 
space for the youngest students in the school. It is designed to be a 
child-centered facility, with 25 expanded classrooms and ample space 
for art and music studios, galleries and a theatre. Each grade level will 
have a cluster of classrooms that will serve as a neighborhood of sorts. 
Students will also be able to take advantage of spacious math, science 
and language labs, in addition to the latest instructional technologies. 

“"is gift will have a significant impact on the entire Ranney 
community,” said Dr. Lawrence Syko!, head of school. “It will 
advance the school’s mission by inspiring teachers, students and 
families to reach to new goals and visions, beyond their own front 
door. "e Ranney community is extremely grateful to the Charles 
Lafitte Foundation for helping us with this endeavor.” 

Suzanne noted that her daughter, Kyra, was one of the reasons this 
project was so important.

“We are very focused on our role in the community and the school 
mirrors our dedication to encouraging outreach and service,” she said. 
“I want Kyra to take a hands-on approach to giving 
back to the community as she progresses 
through school, and I thought that 
setting the example here and 
involving her in this 
process was the 
best way to 
start.”

Deirdre’s House
Victims of child abuse and neglect in Morris County, N.J., only have one 
haven: "e Deirdre O’Brien Child Advocacy Center (Deirdre’s House). 
"e 2005 Golf Classic increased Deirdre’s House’s ability to enable 
these children to access medical/counseling services and meet with law 
enforcement o#cials all in one place – literally changing lives, according 
to the executive director. 

CLF Ensures a Bright 
Future for Ranney 
School Students


